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On September aist of the same year Paderewski was
seized with an unfamiliar pain. The family doctor,
M. Masson from Morges, was called in and diagnosed
appendicitis. Never before had Paderewski been ill;
chills and colds were all he had allowed himself. In the
late evening the state of the patient became worse : it
was as though the suppressed mental suffering of the past
months were seeking relief in physical outbreak.
Dr. Jacques Roux, a surgeon from Lausanne, was called
in. He confirmed the diagnosis of his colleague : it was a
clear case of appendicitis. But both doctors felt the re-
sponsibility of operating on a man of Paderewski's age and
fame. They were also well aware of the mental torment
which their patient had suffered during the last few months.
The two doctors went into another room to decide on their
plan of action. Dr. Roux was the calmer of the two : a
self-possessed, quiet man with the matter-of-fact manner of
the surgeon. Dr. Masson was more excited ; he was the
family doctor and could call himself an intimate friend of the
patient. Neither of the two men dared to make the final
decision, and ultimately Dr. Roux decided to consult his
uncle, Cesar RouXj one of the most celebrated surgeons in
Europe. Cdsar Roux was rung up on the telephone and
advised an immediate operation.
Paderewski was willing to be operated on without further
delay. He had spent the last few hours in arranging his
papers and in settling business matters with the notary
from Merges, who was his financial adviser. The doctors
realized that his pain was increasing every minute, but they
were the only people who were aware of it. Nobody else
in the house was allowed to know that the master was in
pain. Paderewski went to everyone in the house and
shook hands with each one individually, and at half-past
two in the morning he called his two doctors, saying :
" Messieurs, je suis prit"